
Presidentõs Message 

I recently saw a figure that should give FOL 

members a sense of accomplishment.  From 

1987 through 2008 Friends of Lesotho has 

donated $137,722.82 to Lesotho.  It is worth 

spending a little time thinking about what 

nearly $138,000 has meant to the people of 

Lesotho. FOL donations are important 

because they help many small causes and 

grassroots efforts.  A significant portion of 

that money has gone towards tuition 

assistance.  Adults who are now teachers, 

nurses, working in business and pursuing 

higher education, among other things, got 

that opportunity because donations from 

Friends of Lesotho helped pay their primary 

and secondary school tuition.  These tuition 

payments have had a very direct and 

important impact on hundreds of Basotho 

families. 

 

Over the years other donations have gone to 

help families living with HIV/AIDS develop 

income generating projects such as 

community gardens, daycares and other small 

businesses.  FOL funds have been used to 

fund HIV/AIDS prevention and education 

projects, and have been used to train village 

health workers to run prevention and 

treatment programs.  FOL has also 

contributed to school improvement projects 

such as the building of classrooms, installing 

playground and sports equipment and other 

projects that make school a more pleasant 

experience and increase the likelihood that 

children will stay in school and succeed. 

 

FOL recently made a contribution to the 

African Libraries Project.  This project has 

been building and stocking community and 

school libraries throughout Lesotho.  FOL 

funds are being used to help train community 

members to run the libraries and ensure that 

the communities feel a sense of ownership 

over those libraries.  Other recent 

contributions include funds to help improve 

the conditions in orphanages and daycare 

programs for some of the 100,000 Basotho 

children who are orphans.  And, as always, 

FOL continues to support the Tuition 

Assistance Program and many community-

based projects identified and overseen by 

Peace Corps Volunteers. 

 

I would like to recognize a group of people 

who contribute much time and effort towards 

the success of Friends of Lesotho.  These 

volunteers have taken on many tasks and 

committee assignments.  Janissa Balcomb 

helps with the newsletter and fundraising 

committee and the FOL Calendar sold 

through Cafe Press. Patricia Koehler has been 

helping with the development of the 2010 

FOL calendar.  Faye Farmer continues her 

many years of service as newsletter 

coordinator. Dorothy Holland and Nicole 

Haber Potsane continue to work on the 

production of the newsletter. 

 

Charles Fogelman and Pete Neumann are 

working hard as members of the membership 

committee, as are Mary Wagner and Roberta 

Ebbers who are assisting with the fundraising 

committee.  Matt Diver helps out with the 

finance committee.  Bill Dunn continues to 

support the website and membership database 

and Elizabeth Perry serves as the new PCV 

contact person. 

 

The important contributions of these 

volunteers, along with the generous donations 

of the nearly 400 active FOL members are 

what makes that $138,000 figure possible.   

 

Sala hantle for now, 

Richard 
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Welcome Charles Fogelman and Pete 

Neumann--new members to the 

Membership Committee Team.     

Charles served as an education PCV in 

Ha Ramohapi, Mafeteng from 2003 to 

2005, where he worked with early 

childhood schools and as a class 7 

teacher.  He was also a VAC 

representative, assisting PCVs in 

accessing funds from FOL.  He now lives 

in New York City and works in 

marketing for American Express.  He just 

finished his M.A. in International Studies 

and is currently looking for employment 

with a development agency. 

Pete served in Lesotho with his wife, 

Maria Steele, from 2004-2006, and lived 

in Thoteng near Mohale's Hoek.  Pete 

worked at Saint Elizabeth's Training 

Institute as a CHED volunteer.  Maria 

worked with the District HIV/AIDS 

office.   Both Pete and Maria retired as 

Field Office Managers with the Social 

Security Administration before entering 

the Peace Corps.  They have 4 children 

and 3 grandchildren.  Pete grew up in 

Connecticut and is a Vietnam veteran.  

After COS, Pete and Maria traveled 

around southern Africa for 8 months.  

 

Welcome New Members  

Ruth and Bob Balcomb, Findlay, OH 

Jane Hale, Marshfield, MA 

Keith Harrington and Es Paras, 

Kennewick, WA 

Adam Rosenberg, Cambridge, MA 

Pete Neumann, Newton, MA 

Richard Keen, Harrisburg, PA  

Fredric & Victoria Divine, Fairfax, CA 

Dick & Pam Nystrom, Decorah, IA 

Peggi Tabor, Farmington Hills, MI 

Marty & Marion Smith,         

Washington, D.C. 

Adam Livingston, Baltimore, MD 

Jason & Janeen Samuelian, Arcadia, CA 

  

Lifetime Members 

Bill Moore and Mary Wagner 

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP....What is it and why YOU should consider it?  

Lifetime Membership in FOL begins with a self realization that you have a Lifetime connection with and 
commitment to Lesotho and grassroots projects that benefit Basotho.  If you are like the majority of our 
FOL members, your membership dates back anywhere from 5 to 20 years. 

Maybe you married a Mosotho and have raised a multi-cultural family who visits Lesotho annually. 

Or maybe you have adopted a Mosotho orphan, like many of our members.  

Or, maybe you have a best friend you admire greatly who has done one of the above and you want to 
do everything possible to support that person's efforts.  

Whatever the reason, it is clear from your long time membership commitment that you deeply care 
about the efforts FOL makes to help improve the lives of Basotho. 

If you do decide to make the Lifetime Membership Commitment, we would love to hear your "story". 
Please tell us why you made the commitment, send us photos of your PCV and RPCV life to enhance the 
story, and add your permission to publish the information in up-coming newsletters and annual reports.  

Your "story" might just influence a newly COS'd RPCV or some other supporter to become a Lifetime 
Member.    

You may have received a letter recently inviting you to become a Lifetime Member, but have not yet 
responded.  We ask you to give this invitation more consideration.  

Lifetime Membership involves a minimum one time only contribution of $250. But, there are several tiers 
of Lifetime Membership which can be made over several years. 

$250 is the Basic level--one time payment 

$500 is the Bronze Club--can be split into 2 payments/2 years 

$750 is the Silver Club--can be split into 3 payments/3 years 

$1,000 is the Gold Club--can be split into 4 payments/4 years  

The benefits to you and FOL include:  

An opportunity for a significant tax deductible donation 

An opportunity to have a significant impact on a project of your choosing 

An opportunity to check something off your 2009 To Do List (renew FOL Membership) 

An opportunity for recognition among your peers and encouragement to new PCVs  

Your Lifetime Membership will be published in the FOL Newsletters, Website and Annual Report...and, 
you will receive a Lifetime Membership Certificate, suitable for framing and display.  

If you have been a member of FOL for 5, 10 or 20 years, it is obvious that you have already made a 
Lifetime commitment to supporting projects in Lesotho.  So, please give consideration to Lifetime 
Membership.  

Send your request for a Lifetime Membership Form to: dyvandusen@yahoo.com (newly appointed 
Membership Committee Chair). It will be e-mailed to you as a pdf file.  Or, you can check the Lifetime 
Membership Box on the Membership/Renew Form on the website or at the end of this newsletter. 
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Membersh ip  News 
Special thanks to Stephen and Refiloe Brushett who made the commitment to 

Gold Level Lifetime Membership. 
 

Special recognition (donation between $1,000 and $9,999) 

Merrilee Adler 
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A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 

We hope you all agree and will share a 

slice of your life in Lesotho--present and 

past.   

PCVs--We especially want to connect 

your names with your faces and those of 

the Basotho you are working with on 

projects. A starting point might be a 

group shot from your Swearing In cere-

mony; scenes from village life and pro-

ject photos with your Basotho partners.   

You decide--but be assured that all of us 

back in the states will appreciate the op-

portunity to share your experiences 

through the photos you send.   

RPCVs--Please share your pics from the 

ñoldò days too, before paved roads ex-

isted to places like Thaba Tseka, Qua-

chaôs Nek, Semonkong, and Mohotlong.  

Here are a couple of my favorites. Cows 

in the Capitol (2006). The Prime Minis-

ter's "herd boy" letting the cows graze 

not far from the US Embassy.   

Clowns Without Borders visit a primary 

school in Mazenod and an OVC shelter 

(2006).   

Some of my girls (2005). Children from 

an orphan shelter spend a weekend at the 

Morija home of RPCV  `M'e Tsepiso. 

Highlights of the weekend included bub-

ble baths in a real bathtub--something 

none of them had seen--followed by lots 

of photographs.  

Others Who Have Travelled to Lesotho - 

Maybe you travelled to Lesotho to visit a 

PCV family member or friend and are 

now a supporter of FOL.  We would love 

to see some of your pictures too.   

Please send a brief caption and story with 

your photos as well as your permission to 

use the photos in FOL publications such 

as the Membership Brochure, the 2010 

FOL Calendar, our next Annual Report 

and the FOL Website to Faye Farmer 

(f_e_@hotmail.com).  


