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A Heritage Route
for Novelist Thomas Mofolo

From material supplied by Stephen Gill, Curator, Morija Museum and Archivegy TP
sgill@morijafest.com

77
Friends of Lesotho made a modest grant to enable the Morija Museum and Archives tqil

work to create a Heritage Trail to hon[EHNS of

(18761 948) . Not only was Mofolo the coun no

novelist. His creative output between 1906 and 1910, while Mofolo worked at Morija, I4

enduring legacy not only for Basotho but also for African and world communities.

At an International Conference on Thomas Mofolo held at the National University of Lieg

tho in March, 2015, Stephen Gill, Curator of Morija Museum & Archives, delivered &

page paper, entitled AThomas Mofol o: T M Wr

Gill broke new ground regarding Mofol o6 s ‘a‘e’a n d
Photo courtesy: Pamela Rogers

ing and writing.

In order to lay groundwork for the heritage trail, Gill and the last surviving child of Thomas -
Mof ol o, OMbe OMapheko (now 82 year s of|lnside thisissue: Vi
include Botheta (near Zastron in the Free State, where written records of the Mofolo | Mofolo Heritage Route 1
first appear during the miti800s); the Hermon area in Mafeteng District, Masitise, Qo T -
gomong, and other places in Quthing, where the family lived; T.Y. (Teyaneng), wherg ‘
Mofolo lived from 1910 until his death in 1948; Bokong near Katse Dam, where one ol 4th Goal: Get a Spoust 2
f ol 06s tradlr_]g sto_res was Iocate_d_, e_tCAuthorZOéW/'camb 3 ac
the 1950s to the present will enable Gill to see what some of the specific locations _
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A _ | First | would to thank our members who continue to support our work and the Boa#éema Network 7
members for all the hours they have put in. | am pleased to report that FOL cpntin- .
sp ues to fulfill its mission to promote positive change and to assist the people of _gs%qf%Seeyou g
§ 4 } ! |tho. Thanks Pete, Lynn, Da 8
: ,-\ This year, with continued help from the Taiwan American School, we have beer] gjﬂﬁ‘ﬁngoaneng Thanks 9
to support the TAP program in Lesotho, which provides scholarships for secofdar
: students. We also placed money in the Country Fund to help supporieBCVFOL FB Tops 1000 10
% \ (Continued on pagg)
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Peace Corps Goal 4

Thanks to Kathy Jacquart,

Peace Corps Director Lesotho 2eA@1 3;
RPCYV Central Africa Republic 1988991,
jacquartke@gmail.com

Did you know that Peace Corps actually has four goals, not just
the three most volunteers sign up for? The little known 4th goal
is to find a life partner could be a host country national, another
ex-pat or a fellow PCV.

On May 23, 2015, Erica Rossi and Evan Hahn fulfilled Goal 4
when they marriedt the Sea Cliff Manor in Long Island, NY.
They had met nearly 5 years before while Evan, a Community
Health and Economic Development volunteer, was inJ@mice
Training and Erica, an Education volunteer working with the Le-
sotho College of Education, was about half way through her first
RPCVS Erica Rossi and Evan Hah ufled Goal 4 on Long HAY. The two hit it off immediately and continued their relation-
ship throughout their service.

More than 20 Lesotho RPCVs and former Peace Corps staff, including two Friends of Lesotho board members, Zach Ro!
and Kathy Jacquart, helped Erica and Evan celebrate the joyous event, which was worthy of King g\ tsie!

Letter from FOL President Scott Rosenbergontinued)

projects. FOL has also found ways to make an impact in Lesotho, such as helping support an orphan feeding program ia &dmabant
supporting research being conducted by the Morija Museum and Archive about the life of writer Thomas Mofolo.

On a more personal note, | look forward to takingpGs Wittenberg University students from Ohio to Lesotho for three weefs Bre-
cember 17 to January 8 to work on projects designed to help orphans and other vulnerable children. We will be buildireg eélbas
repairing several older ones. We will build a playground at ssgheol and an elementary school as well as plant fruit trebsnake gar-
dens. A dozen Wittenberg students will continue a project that will provide food and nutritional supplement to 3,000ircihdkérot-

long.

At the end of the year, FOL will seek new members to join our Board of Directors, so if you are curious or interestezhnpéeasee
through theFOL web site | particularly hope some newhgturned RPCVs will consider joining, as your recent experience in Lesotho is
invaluable.

Sincerely,
Dr. Scott Rosenberg
President, Friends of Lesotho

Honorary Consul, Kingdom of Lesotho

g,
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— You Canot Ge't L ost I n

i Zoé Wicomb's complex and deeply evocative fiction, inclublhgu Can ot Ge't L
S I : ,:3; Town (2000) andOctober (2014), is among the most distinguished works of South African

women's | iterature. Wi combd6s books are al sc
perience of "Coloured" citizens in apartheich South Africa, whose mixed heritage traps them,
You Cam Gt Lost as Bharati Mukherjee wrote in the New THer k

in Cape Town

Wall St. Journalopined,"Wicomb deserves a wide American audience, on a par with Nadine
s Gordimer and J.M.Coetzee‘

Florida Garage Sale Supports FOL Projects

Having a garage sale this fall? Why not use the opportunity to help raise funds for FOL
educate your friends and family about Lesotho and the work Peace Corps does there~
Freer (RPCV Lesotho 197878) recently sold his home in Florida in order to dawe and
plan his retirement. 10% of his successful moving sale was donated to FOL. Kevin and |
ters Bernadette and Anne introduced buyers to the work that FOL does and how purcha
support programs in Lesotho.

Let us know your creative ideas for fundraiser events so we can share with our mt.uers. Kevin Freer (RPCV Lesetho 1976
1978) with his sister Bernadette, in
front of flyer explaining how sales

will support the work of FOL

Have You Lost Peace Corps Friends from Lesotho?

Richard Rowan, RPCV Leribe 192983, ghomaki@mac.com

A lot of work gets done behind the scenes in Friends of Lesotho, not the least of which is that done by the Membershiy
Committee. Their work is focused on a couple of areas.

Maintaining contact information for members: This information includes postal and email addresses, and if and when &

member served in Lesotho. I'tdéds i mportant to keep th
to find you, they sometimes contact FOL. FOL would never give your contact information to a person looking for you
without your permission, but we would forward that p
respond.

Maintaining updated information ensures that you will get the newsletter and other mailings from FOL. Membership
information includes your membership expiration date.

Reaching out to potential members: One way FOL does that is by offering complimentary memberships to current PC
and RPCVs during their first 12 months after COS. In order to take advantage of the complimentary membership offer
go towww.friendsoflesotho.orgnd click on the Membership link and select Join or Renew.

If your contact information has changed, or you think something about your FOL membership information is not correc
(for instance your dues renewal date), use the Contact Us link on the FOL website (www.friendsoflesotho.org/contact/)

&
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Litaba tsa Lesotho
(News from Lesotho)

By Ella Kwisnek, RPCV 199294 Lesotho Agricultural College, ekwisnek@msn.com
Poor Quality Education is Not Cheap

An African Economic Outlook (AEO) 2015 Lesotho Report, Free Primary Education (FPE), indicated primary school enrollramteaate
2004 were above 80%. Enrollment in secondary schools increased from 19.2% in 2000 to 36.5 percent in 2012. The regmbttiandica
Lesotho allocated 36.4% of education expenditure to higher education, 36% for secondary education, 20.5% for primanyatl =g
than 1% for Early Childhood Care and Development.

In 2009, 10,180 candidates sat for the Cambridge Overseas School Certificate examinations (COSC): 5,789 obtained dif$cdieol Cer
584 obtained a first class pass and 1,823 passed in the second class division. In 2013 the numbers increased andda®8 Ehtckomd
the COSC: 7,583 obtained a School Certificate; 734 candidates obtained a first class pass and 2,440 obtained a pasand class
Based on these numbers, more students were admitted to National University of Lesotho (NUL). However, due to lackobtHands,
2,211 students admitted to NUL for the 2015/2016 academic year, only 1,628 students were approved for scholarshigeesTaitian
degree program at NUL for the 2014/2015 academic year were M14,961.50 (approx $1,080).

Read the full story online &titp://www.publiceyenews.com/site/2015/08/21/paradbexpensivebut-poorquality-education/

South Africabds Water Needs I ncrease

Due to drought and the impact of climate change in provinces including Free State and KMaialldhe feeding area for the datho
Highlands Water Project has increased beyond its original scope of supplying the industrial Gauteng Province. Due dodamesake
contactors are expected to speed up i mplementation oatordinghe pr
granted recent approval for the release of water from Lesotho to Free State municipalities.

Read more aitttp://allafrica.com/stories/201508060123.handhttp://allafrica.com/stories/201508201344.html

Al l egations of Corruption by Kingds Friend

Masupha Sole, who served nine years in jail for corruption in the Lesotho Highlands Water Project, is again facingsatiegatiop-
tion. After his release from prison in 2011, Sole was reappointed as adviser to the scheme despite objections front&duitl édrrent
allegations relate to a Rfillion salary he received as an advisor between September 2014 and January 2015.

Read the complete story onlineraip://mg.co.za/article/20168-27-mysteryof-fat-paymentfor-lesothekings-pal/

Commission Appointed to Investigate Killing of Mahao

Former army chief, General Maaparankoe Mahao, was shot on June 25, 2015, and an independent commission of inquiryesldsy appoint
regional leaders to investigate the killing. The commission is headed by Botswana High Court Judge Mpaphi Phumaphi atltehas 12
members. The government of Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili claims Mahao was shot by soldiers while resisting aisestefpech
complicity in a coup plot. The opposition asserts that he was murdered.

Read more at http://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/inquirynto-mahaakilling -to-start1.1894017#.VdlgzivbUk and
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Lesothgreeswith-proposedSADC-reformsRamaphos@0150813

Torture Allegations

The Southern Africa Litigation Centre (SALC) has raised concerns about allegations of torture of detained soldiershampestection
with coup plot allegations.

Habeas corpus applications submitted to the courts by relatives of the detained soldiers asserted that they had besmeakendsked
men to a place where they were tortured. Allegations of intimidation of attorneys and the judiciary were also conl@B8&d. @ teport.

On Monday, July 13, there was a mass -stagy to protest human rights abuses. Concerns regarding lack of due process ware also
ported to have been raised at the Southern African Development Community (SADC) heads of state and government sumimitein Gabor
in August.

Read the full stories online at http://www.iol.co.za/news/africa/graxancernraboutlesothetorture1.1898306#.VdliaSvBJk,
http://lwww.iol.co.za/news/africa/rightsiassactionshutslesothe1.1884811#.VeR1vilVhBc and http://mg.co.za/article/20168-19-
lesothepm-underfire-at-sadesummit/

(Continued on pagsg)
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RPCV Oral History Archives Wants Interviewers

Thanks to Phyllis Noble,RPCV Nigeria, 19667

RPCVs interviewing RPCVsThat 6 s exactly what the RPCV Or al Hi story Aanchi v
another Volunteer? Would you like to become an interviewer?

Over 400 indepth interviews, ranging from one to three hours in length, are stored at the John F. Kennedy Presidentidd jimetrpf

the National Archives, the interviews are in the public domain. The project began in 1999 when Bob Klein, a member oBGtiana 1
first group of PCVs to begin work overse@sdecided to interview members of his group. Since then, about 400 RPCVs havetbeen in
viewed.

Want to get involved? Contact a current interviewer, Phyllis Nobl@yatistoryProject@peacecorpsconnect.ofguch work remains to
be done, and maybe you are just the person to help.

To see abstracts of interviews, click lomp://www.jfklibrary.org/AssetViewer/Archives/RPCV.aspx?fsthen scroll down to "Series List"
and click on a country. To see an abstract of an interview, click the small cross in front of an RPCV's name.

Photo Credits (L to R): Linda Henry, Betty Hiebert, Pamela Rogers

Lithaba tsa Lesotho(continued)

Three Reporters Flee Lesotho

Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA Lesotho) facilitated the return of exiled journalist Marafaele Mohloboli, edktwsotho

weekly newspaper, who fled the country on August 7, 2015, after being pressured by police to reveal her sources. €potetber r
Mot samai John Talla of Harvest FM and Puseletso Ramokhwakhi of
ing to facilitate their safe return.

Read the full story dittp://allafrica.com/stories/201508171531.html

Cross-Border Taxi Operator Violence

Due to violence among crog®rder taxi operators stemming from disputes regarding territories, the National Ministerial Bask Te
(NMTT) is developing a single code of conduct and insisting that-tyoster taxi operators need to operate from designated aré&South
Africa.

Read the full story by Sibongile Maputi onlinehdtp://allafrica.com/stories/201508130210.html

PM Says Opposition Does Not Accept Election Results

When addressing the 35th Southern African Development Community (SADC) Heads of State and Government Summit in Gaborone, B
swana, recently, Prime Minister Dr. Pakalitha Mosisili asserted that the opposition has refused to accept the elestion result

Read the full story dtttp://www.publiceyenews.com/site/2015/08/17 {pakesa-shotat-opposition/ ‘
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