Friends of Lesotho MEtSOaIIe e a LESOthO

Third Quarter 2010

Presi dent 06s Message Newsletter

Lumelang Metsoalle, approval is granted, the Country Director cén
use the PCPP Country Fund to provide funds
There is always the danger your eyes w for the project. FOL will begin sending money
glaze over whil e r ea tothe PCPP Country Fund to support thosd
and that might be particularly true of thi: projects.
edition. However, if you are a PCV or RPC\
who used FOL funds through the Voluntee The PC Lesotho TAP committee will alsn :
Advisory Committee (VAC) or the Tuition begin making changes to the Tummi
Assistance Program (TAP), you might b Assistance Program, and FOL will fund '[h(lt\
interested in some recent changes. One of program through PCPP. FOL will begin ;&
main missions that Friends of Lesotho tries reviewing larger project proposals submitted to%
fulfill is the support of PCV projects anc PCPP by PCVs and helping to fund some of#
tuition for Basotho school children. Thethose projects. We will also continue to =%
logistics of transferring money to Lesotho he independently fund projects that do notl
given us more headaches than any other asy involve PCVs.
of that support. FOL has been busy finding S
solution to that problem for the past couple ( The relationship between PCPP and FOL tas Photo courtesy:

months. some advantages. It eliminates wiransfer ARrgi(r:t\a/WZDmern%vsek

fees and bank commissions. It also eliminales
When FOL began funding TAP and VAC the need to find someone to manage the bank
Peace Corps had bank accounts to which Ftaccount in Lesotho. The greatest advantage js— —
either sent checks or wired money. The TAthat PCPP is able to provide us with greatef!nside this issue:
and VAC committee chairpersons wrot detail about the projects that FOL supportsan{Pr es /i den i 1
checks from those accounts for scholarshi more reliable reporting after a project is

and projects. About five years ago, Pea finished. Laptops to Lesothc 2
Corps informed FOL that new PC regulatior

prohibited volunteers and staff from handlin Thomas Maresco 4
checks and managing the bank accounts. Wt At the beginning of September, Friends of

0 Me Thembi retir ed, Lesotho received very sad news. PCV Thona{ /17 Remembrance ¢ 5

responsibilities. Eventually the duties passtMaresco was killed in a robbery attempt in|L€/@nd G. Jinks
to Craig Anderson, an RPCV who worked ¢ Maseru. Friends of Lesotho is deeply sadder e| /mages of Lesotho 5
the U.S. Embassy. Craig recently transferredt o hear of Tomds pafg v e
another country, so FOL was again looking fcexpress our condolences to his family and Zzé/,%ra/smg Comn g
someone to handle check writing. friends and the Peace Corps Community in

Lesotho. Tom wrote about his Peace Corof //Zeace Corps 50th
The solution to this problem has been to for service in his blog. It was clear he loved being nniversary
a relationship with the Peace Corpa volunteer and was making a difference in hig prempership Comr 7
Partnership Program, which will make it easit¢ village near Katse Dam. FOL will be looking
and less expensive for FOL to support PCat how we can contribute to a memorial n|7r easur e 18
projects. PCPP has a Lesotho Country FuTomés name.

that can be used to fund smaller PCV projec Bits & Pleces 9
similar to those funded through the VAC Ka Khotso,
PCVs will still submit project proposals tc Richard Rowan FOL Marketplace 10

VAC and PC Staff for approval. Once FOL President Lifetime Members! 11
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Laptops to Lesotho, an FOLfunded Project:
Chapter One

Janissa Balcomb, thing led to another, and before | knew it, cool little laptops. | was working on an
President & Ceounder | found myself as president of a 501(c)(3)XO in the park one day, and | was
RPCV Lesotho 1971980 nonprofit organization with a staff of 11 swarmed by kids. Then, when they saw
dedicated volunteers in the U.S., Southall the things they could do with an XO,
www.laptopstolesotho.org Africa, and Lesotho. One year later, herethey gotreally excited.

| am, planning a trip to Lesotho in

November with about 50 laptops and awhat Makes XOs Special

heart filled with hopes for the children of XOs are watet dust, and dropresistant,

Q P Ketane. Talk about a whirlwind! i.e. virtually kid proof. They have an
COMPUTER internal camera, microphone, speakers,
PROJECT Why Laptops? and a screen visible in bright sun. They

When | first tell people about this project, have low power needs and contain no

I can see their shkzargous madtesiats € Eaghp lhia® hierfal

Really? Why laptops? Computers arenetworks that automatically connect to

History expensive, and, weldher XO%, amddtey ard i yapable.b i t

It all started so innocently. A few yearsl uxury for a poor TNRlRé¢éyowrdme |l wndh Uhbera

ago, my father and | each bought a $20Metter way to use the money? What aboutlesigned to teach kids while they are

computer, called an XO laptop, from the books, pens and pencils, paper, deskshaving fun. There are also other activities

One Laptop Per Ch i dladsrodin§ ituitian? On e , Get and curriculum resources available for

Oneodo program. I I'iked the idea of gi viheng designed by groupsin South Africa

laptop to a child in a developing country, Yes, | answer, all those things you list areand Lesotho, with a distinctly African

but | was also curious about what madeimportant, but they dabsolutely no good feel.

these computers so special. i f there arenot good teachers, i f a ¢c¢h

canot attend s choo [ChildOwtershipf a child 1 os

The XO laptops we received were perfectinterest because the lessons are boring. Asuppose | should mention here that most

for kids, but, not ldpwp risg pdncild and pamer, ddeskodt toheetse | apt ops won

much out of them, and soon they wereclassroom, teacher, and an entire libraryschool in Ketane. They will be given to

collecting dust. In mi2009, | decided it full of books all wrapped into one. And the children. Individual ownership, one

was time to give them to someone whoy e t they ar e al s o onwome, chidieh free to cakineiélaptop

could really appreciate them, so |endless supply of time, information, ene home and use it in their spare time, free to

contacted PC/L about donating them to aon-one interaction, and reinforcement. explore it at their own speed, free to read

TREASURE

Together for a Better Lesotho

school. books at home, to follow their interests, to
Not to mention that XOs are really fun, play with it, to become comfortable and
Long story short, a primary school in entertaining, and cute. Even in the US.,f ami | i ar with it, to

Ketane received them, fell in love with where children are jaded by technology,
them, and asked how to get more. Onekids will cross a room to check out these
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Laptops to Lesotho, an FOLfunded Project:
Chapter One (continued)

organization over to them, and througtFOL 6s Contri buti on

(Continued from pag2) them to the community of Ketane, to run FOL's support in our earlier stages of

completely on their own. developmenthas helped convince others
Children will hold the power in their our cause is worth supporting. We are
hands to change their own future The Future now partnered with three other

Decades of classroom education witt Once we get the program established ¢ organizations, and, with FOL's generous
books, paper, and pencil have repeated the primary school, we hope to provide contribution of $1,436, we have surpassed
failed the chil dr eilaptops to orphans, herdboys, and othe $10,000 in cash donations, pledges,
look at the problem from a different angle disenfranchised children unable to atten(grants, and donated supplies. Thank you,
and try something new. school. There are also all kinds of spinofi FOL! ‘

possibilities: dissemination of HIV/AIDS
The people of Ketane understand this, an information; peer counselors available for
they see the great potential of thes online chats that encourage safe
computers. A telling example: the responsible behavior; remote access to tr
parents encouraged their children to go t local clinic for video health consultations;
school for extra computer classeégring small studentun entrepreneurial
the harvestwhen their help is needed in projects; and technical skills training

the fields. using the electrical system, solar power
and information technology hardware.
That, | say, is Awt
Program Costs
Community-based, Community Run Remember those kids in the park? Whe

A second, major component of ourthey found out howcheapan XO is, they Online donations can be made at
project is grassroots community suppor wanted to buy one for themselvegth . .

and organization. Since its inception, this their own money Our program cost is WYVW'JUStg'Ve-Org

has been a community project. Theyminiscule compared to the benefit. About Donation checks, payable to

requested it, and t$300350 per child covers a laptop, Laptops to Lesotho Inc.,
their time, labor, materials, and shipping, solar power, and internet can be sent to:
enthusiasm. The staff from two primary service. Over the average lifespan of 8 = Apndrew Dernovsek, Treasurer,
schools are in charge of #theground | apt op, t h #©@ fes yeaa, lam

Laptops to Lesotho Inc.
2200 S. University Blvd #511
Denver, CO 80210

operations. Those of us in the U.S. ar amount that some people ppgr month
merely facilitators for them, getting for internet, and chump change to many
things started, and mentoring and trainint American kids. Thasmall amount can
them, with the hope that one day soon w give a highquality education to a
will be able to hand the entire Mosotho child.

Photos courtesy Andrew Dernovsek and Janissa Balcon
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(Excerpt fromhttp://www.peacecorps.gopress release.)

WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 4, 20Reace Corps Director Aaron S. Williams is saddened to announce the
RSIFGK 2F tSFEOS /2NlJa @2fdzyiSSNI ¢K2Yla a¢2Yé al NBaoz
wound on Sept. 3 in Maseru, the capital of Lesotho. The investigation into this incident is ongoing, but at this

time it appears it may have been an attempted robbery.

"Tom was an exceptional volunteer, leader, teacher and coadie was an integral part of his host
O2YYdzyAle 6KSNBE KS &AKFNBR KAA LI aaiazy F2N G4SIFIOKAy3:
deeply saddened by this tragic event, and | ask that you keep Tom's family and our volunteers and staff in

[ Sa2GK2 Ay @2dzNJ §K2dzZa3Kda FyR LINI&SNHDE

Tom, of Port St. Lucie, Fla., was a secondary education teacher in the village of Katse in the highlands district
of ThabaTseka. He arrived in Lesotho for Peace Corps service in November 2009. A graduate of the University
of Florida, Tom served as a science teacher in Lesotho. He was an active member of his local community in
Katse and coached youth in a number of sports including basketball and swimming. Tom became his district's
representative on the Peace Corps Lesotho HIV/AIDS committee and was committed to developing innovative
ways to address HIV awareness and prevention among young people. He was scheduled to complete his
Peace Corps service in January 2012.

CNJ\SyI'?éZ?[SéQuKzééyl'?é)\uéKSINJJ'-FSfuOzyﬁzt Sy 084
difficult times. A funeral Mass and burial service for Thomas Carmine Maresco, Jr., was held on Septemjger-1¢

the Thomas C. Maresco Jr. Memorial Medical Scholarship Fund at Indian River State College.

**Photos from Thomas Maresco®s bl og**
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http://www.peacecorps.gov/
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Images of Lesothe
Photo credits:

Top left and center left by Nicole Potsane

All other photos by Joseph M. Thompson

In Remembrance

Leland G. Jinks, February 9, 1925/
April 5, 2010, whose career in
agricultural sciences took him fro
County Extension Agent to Associatg
Director for the Peace Corps in Lesoth
passed away at Florida Hospit
Zephyrhills, Florida. Mr. Jinks had
long and distinguished career in thf
field of agriculture with an emphasis o
dairy, poultry, horticulture and youth
education. In 1970 he undertook a thre¢
year post with the Peace Corps 3f
Associate Director in Lesotho, working
to establish programs in forestry
fisheries, renewable energy and cleg
water, and initiating the introduction of
strawberries as a cash crop.

*** Excerpted from an obituary

published in Zephyrhills News and thg]
Centre Daily Times.




