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Present:  Ambassador Bond,  Richard Rowan, Dyann Van Dusen, Ronna Abbott, Deena
                   Rowe-Krumdick, Scott Rosenberg, Peter Neumann, Kevin Freer
	Introduction
	Richard provided an overview of FOL’s membership, mission, fundraising efforts on behalf of current PCVs working in Lesotho, the Tuition Assistance Program, funded projects outside of PC, embassy projects, and funding sources.


	Ambassador’s Initial Comments
	Ambassador Bond made some initial comments:

· was impressed with FOL, “clearly an active group”
· expressed sympathy for the loss of PCV Tom Maresco

· arriving in Maseru October 14

· looking forward to making connections with PC, PCVs, and getting to know what projects they are working on

· wishes to support FOL in any ways she can

· would like to build on each other’s work and coordinate efforts.



	FOL Member Responses
	· Richard informed the Ambassador that FOL has funded small projects through the embassy in the past
· Ronna told the Ambassador that FOL would like to support the embassy scholarships at the Nursing College. 

· Ambassador Bond hopes that the scholarship program will continue in 2011.

· Richard also said FOL would like to support the Ambassador Scholarships funded through the Embassy.



	FOL’s 25th Anniversary
	Ambassador Bond asked about plans for FOL’s 25th Anniversary in Lesotho.  
· Richard reported that he has spoken to Kathy Jacquart, PC Lesotho CD about this. There are no firm plans yet but FOL wished to support activities in country.
· FOL is also planning a celebration in Washington D.C. during the PC 50th Anniversary next year. 

· Ambassador Bond asked Richard to keep her posted on the Washington and Lesotho 25th Anniversary plans.

· Ambassador Bond told the group that others in Washington would like to know about what we have planned during the PC 50th Anniversary Celebrations

· Dyann asked who our primary contact should be. Ambassador Bond said that Joyce Namde would be best.  Joyce may be able to send a list of contacts used in her Confirmation Hearings.  Dyann suggested that we add these contacts to our links on our website.

· Richard suggested that FOL send our brochure and Annual Report to Joyce.



	Scott’s Projects in Lesotho
	· Ambassador Bond acknowledged the work Scott does in Lesotho with his college students.


	Ambassador Bond’s Background
	Ambassador Bond gave a brief outline of her professional bio:

· Worked in Washington D.C. in a summer program with the State Department

· Began working with  the Foreign Service in 1977

· Stationed primarily in Central / Eastern Europe; also in Central America

· Formerly an Economics Officer; also trained Counselor Officers

· New to Africa and the issues facing Lesotho

· Interested in exports to the US and economic development in Lesotho

· Priority will be Lesotho’s economy.



	FOL Member Comments – The Economy in Lesotho
	· Dyann said we should find ways to support the Lesotho weavers

· Ambassador Bond was not sure since this would be a limited market. She did note that a PCV in Guatemala found ways to adapt local textiles to a US market.

· Dyann noted that the American School in Taipei has been a major donor.

· Ambassador Bond suggested that FOL contact the owners of the textile factories in Lesotho since they were from Taiwan.  Perhaps they would match or double the contributions from the Taipei School if they knew about this connection.

· Scott referred to a paper he recently wrote on economic issues in Lesotho over the last 10-15 years.



	Final Remarks from Ambassador Bond
	Tourism 

· Tourism is a priority of the Lesotho government

· FOL could encourage its members to visit Lesotho

· Scott suggested that Jennifer Thor n, Roma, as a contact.

Thank You

· Ambassador Bond thanked the group for meeting with her today.  She has found that those who are currently working in Lesotho as well as those who have lived and worked in Lesotho in the past, all have very strong affiliations with the people of Lesotho.
· Ambassador Bond acknowledged that Lesotho has a lot of difficult problems, and still finds positive attitudes of the people.


