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A.  Friends of Lesotho Information

1) FOL - Background Information:
· 328 Active Members (7/2001)

· 600 Non-current Members

· Funding:  $3,762 Average between 1987 and 2000.  See attached summaries (FOL Budget2.xls) for major income and expenditures during this period.

· Sandy Puckett (RPCV-L 19??) and students at the American School in Taiwan donated more than $7,700 in 2001 through donations from student fund-raisers.  In 1998, students from the same school had previously raised $2,500 in donations.

2) Education in Lesotho and Benefits of TAP Support:

· Range of school fees reported by PC-L:  R60 to R820 ($7.08 to $96.74)

· Average Primary School Fees reported by PCVs: R125 ($14.75)

· Average for High School Students reported by PCVs:  R650 ($76.68)

· Total FOL funds sent for TAP between 1990 and 2000:  $12,500 

· Number of Students Receiving Tuition Assistance (via TAP and FOL Funds) in 2000-2001 School Year:  ---

· Conclusion - A little bit of FOL assistance goes a long way to helping Lesotho students stay in school.  Although we don't have data on how many students the $12,500 has helped to date; it certainly has been well over a hundred of the brightest and needy students identified by PCVs.

3) Background Information on Education in Lesotho (World Bank and US AID):

i) Primary School:

· The school system has significantly increased the number of students in primary schools, but this increase has not kept pace with the population growth.  The percentage of students (6 - 12 years old)  in school is as follows:


Age 6-12 in School
Population age 6-12
Percentage in School

YEAR
Boys
Girls
Boys
Girls
Boys
Girls

1990
102,295
126,791
150,814
151,563
67.8%
83.7%

1992
111,112
136,286
163,437
161,004
68.0%
84.6%

1994
111,379
131,284
174,545
172,480
63.8%
76.1%

1996
112,742
130,279
188,203
186,885
59.9%
69.7%

1999 Data (per attached announcement)

Net = 68%

1990-96 Change
10.2% increase
2.8% increase
24.8% increase
23.3% increase
(11.7%) decrease
(16.7%) decrease

· Between 1990-96, repetition rates in Primary schools ranged between 19% and 23%.

ii) Secondary School:

· The growth in secondary education enrollment has exceeded the population growth rate.  Two-thirds of the potential secondary school population does not attend school.  (Note - You can see how estimates for this item range in the United Nations and Population Reference Bureau data shown in UN-SAcountry-comp.xls attached).
School Year
Secondary Enrollment
13-17

Population
Percentage 

Enrolled
Teachers
Student:

Teacher
Primary School Dropout Rate

1990
46,301
191,928
24.1%
2,217
35.13
7%

1992
51,895
199,841
26.0%
1,419
36.57
16.5%

1994
61,615
208,081
29.6%
1,576
38.81
10.8%

1996
67,454
216,661
31.1%
1,804
37.39
7.5%

1999 
Net = 31% enrolled


1990-96 Change
45.7% increase
12.9% increase
29.0% increase
39.9% increase



· Between 2001-2002, Lesotho expects to spend 26.5% of its total Government budget on education, with 51% of the education funds going to Primary, 23% to Secondary and 24% to Tertiary.

· 1996 Primary School ratios for student:classroom = 49.12, student:teacher = 30.76.

· Literacy rate for people over 15:  71.3%

· NUL National Student Fees (2000):  M3,000-M3,400 ($354-$401).

4)  Other Sectors Receiving Support with Volunteer Liaison Committee (VLC) Small Grant Assistance:

· FOL has also directed recent financial assistance through the Volunteer Liaison Committee (VLC), which has used the money for small grants to community sponsored projects.

· Total FOL funds sent to the VLC between 1990 and 2000:  $5,100.

· Recent grants by the VLC have supported projects in the following sectors:

· A - this needs more work

· B
· See c-Lesotho-econ .xls for information on the various economic sectors in Lesotho.
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