Donations Committee Meeting Minutes

June 21, 2009

Called to order at 7pm Mountain Time.

In attendance:  Martha Munson (chair), Deena Rowe-Krumdick, Ronna Abbott and Dyann Van Dusen

1. Reviewed prior meeting notes, which Martha will send to Bill to go on website.

2.  Review of current applications/ requests:

a.  Kaye Thompson – Peka English Medium Primary School – Kaye applied for $5000 to finish the school building, mostly to add roof on two classrooms.  We decided the amount was too high for us, and also we generally don’t sponsor construction projects.  It was suggested she apply to PC Partnership Program, or try to raise the funds herself through donations.

b. ALP – Becky Banton – additional funds donation by Deckers – This was a $250 flow-through for St. Agnes Primary School’s library. 

c. Update on Mountain Schools Project – Madeline Uraneck – Deena reported that Madeline has raised donations totaling over $6000, and John has sent the money on to her.  Small donations continue to trickle in.  Madeline has said that construction of the desks and benches is proceeding well.  Deena will remind Madeline that we’d like a follow-up report and photos.
3. Nursing Scholarship Report – Ronna – The government is awarding scholarships, and Manpower loans are available to cover tuition, but students still sometimes lack money for uniforms and breakfast.  When in Lesotho, Ronna met with two administrators at the National Nursing School in Maseru.  It would be helpful to have a PCV on site, so Ntate Clement Lephoto may help get a PCV there to teach Math and English, or a Crisis Corps volunteer.  

Discussion included how we might manage this expansion of TAP to students outside of primary and secondary education, and the fact that it wouldn’t be called “TAP” if this money isn’t for tuition.
Dyann will contact Jean (an RPCV who is back in Leribe) to see what she’s doing to help nursing students obtain funding.

Martha recommends we let the TAP committee in Lesotho manage this.

4. Discussion re: need to “end” MOUs – Future MOUs should include an “anticipated termination date” so they don’t stay open indefinitely.  Current and old MOUs should be closed once the final report is received from the recipient of the funds.

Next meeting:  August 16th at 9pm Eastern Time
