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[July 1, 2005]

[Kevin Freer

1372 Dutch Elm Drive

Altamonte Springs, FL  32714]
Dear [Mr. Freer],

Thank you for requesting our organization’s Estate Planning Kit.  You will feel a great sense of satisfaction and relief when your Will or Trust is completed.  This Kit will help you take the first steps toward that goal.  It includes:

· Information from the American Bar Association on basic estate planning

· A copy of the Florida Bar Association’s “Do You Have a Will?” pamphlet

· An Estate Planning Inventory Form to help you get a clearer notion on the worth of your estate

· Information on various ways to remember Friends of Lesotho Inc. in your Will and Estate Planning
· Application for membership in Metsoalle ea Lesotho, a group of like-minded individuals who have made a contribution to Friends of Lesotho Inc. in their estate plans.

Friends of Lesotho Inc. wants you to have effective estate plans:  Wills and/or Trusts that are properly worded, signed, witnessed, and not contradicted by other binding arrangements you may have made.  Effective estate planning usually takes time, effort, and a good attorney, but in the end your plan will allow your family to avoid the delay, dissension, and needless expense that often occurs when a loved one dies without an estate plan.

Once you have taken care of your family’s needs, please consider a thoughtful bequest to our organization.  Bequests are critically important to the mission of Friends of Lesotho.  They provide a source of support that will continue our work in Lesotho for years to come. Bequests come from individuals who would like to leave a legacy and lasting gift to the people of Lesotho.

If you have any questions about the enclosed, please contact me at 301-942-2751 or zapdoodat@erols.com .   Thank you again for your request.

Sincerely,

John Hollister

Treasurer

Leaving a Legacy to Friends of Lesotho Inc.

There are several ways to include Friends of Lesotho Inc.in your estate planning and therefore a lasting legacy to the people of Lesotho.  Of course, your gift will depend on your goals, assets, family considerations, and charitable interests.  The more common methods are discussed here.  Please note that our organization’s legal name is Friends of Lesotho Inc.

Many donors leave a percentage of the residue of their estate.  After providing for relatives and friends, the estate specifies that all or a portion of the residue be given to Friends of Lesotho Inc.  For this option, the following wording is suggested:

“I devise and give (all/ or ____ %) of my property, real and personal, wherever situated, herein called my residuary estate, to Friends of Lesotho, 4110 Denfeld Avenue, Kensington, MD  20895, to be used for the benefit of the organization in any manner its Board of Directors deems appropriate.  A receipt issued by any officer of such organization shall be a complete release and discharge of my Executor for such payment and my Executor shall not be bound to see to the application thereof.”

Another method is to leave a specific dollar amount.

“I give the sum of $__________ to Friends of Lesotho, 4110 Denfeld Avenue, Kensington, MD  20895, to be used for the benefit of the organization in any manner its Board of Directors deems appropriate.  A receipt issued by any officer of such organization shall be a complete release and discharge of my Executor for such payment and my Executor shall not be bound to see to the application thereof.”

A third choice is to list Friends of Lesotho Inc. as beneficiary of your IRA, Retirement Plan or Life Insurance Policy.  These do not even have to be addressed in a Will.
All you need to do is to list Friends of Lesotho Inc. and our organization’s tax number (EIN 52-1544063) as beneficiary.  Prepare a list of instructions for the executor of your estate that lists insurance companies, retirement plans, bank accounts, broker’s etc. 
No matter which method you choose, it is important that your Will be prepared by an attorney experienced in estate planning as state laws vary. The proper name of Friends of Lesotho Inc. is also important and should always appear as shown in the above examples, as Friends of Lesotho Inc.

You may want to discuss your intended plans with Friends of Lesotho Inc. in advance to assure that your bequest can be accommodated.  Most bequests are for the general purposes of Friends of Lesotho Inc.; however, if you wish to restrict the use for a specific purpose it is in your best interests to discuss the intended use with the Treasurer of Friends of Lesotho Inc. before your will is executed.

Please also keep in mind that it is important to do the following:

· Retain your personal attorney to finalize all paperwork

· Ensure your attorney is present when signing so that all ceremonial items are covered

· Ensure that independent witnesses are present to witness the Will.  They should know the donor well enough to swear to his/her competence and lack of undue influence by Friends of Lesotho Inc. or any other party.

Your legacy is an enduring tribute that reflects much thought and advanced planning.  For more information about planned giving with Friends of Lesotho Inc., contact John Hollister, Treasurer, at 301-942-2751 or via e-mail at zapdoodat@erols.com.

Friends of Lesotho Inc.

Metsoalle ea Lesotho

Acceptance of Membership

Yes, I want to help Friends of Lesotho Inc. build a foundation for the future by joining the Metsoalle ea Lesotho.

	Name:
	

	Address:


	

	Telephone:
	

	E-Mail:
	


I qualify for membership in Metsoalle ea Lesotho by having placed Friends of Lesotho Inc. in my estate plan through:

	
	My Will

	
	Trust(s) (e.g., Charitable Remainder Trust)

	
	Life Insurance

	
	IRA or Retirement Plan

	
	Other ( Please specify):  



	
	Please contact me on a confidential basis to discuss a plan that will benefit both me and Friends of Lesotho Inc. The best time to call me is _______  a.m. or _____ pm.

	
	I give permission to Friends of Lesotho Inc. to publish my name as a member of our organization’s Metsoalle ea Lesotho to encourage others to do the same.

	
	I wish to accept membership, but also wish to remain anonymous until my estate is settled.

	
	(optional) I have enclosed a copy of my Will, Trust Agreement, or other estate and beneficiary documents to ensure that my plans will also meet the needs of Friends of Lesotho Inc.


Signature:  ________________________________________________

Date:          _________________

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

 Friends of Lesotho Inc.

Metsoalle ea Lesotho Membership
Member Information – Please tell us about yourself and your interests and work in Lesotho:

Family:  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Interest in Lesotho:  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Peace Corps Assignment:  __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Previous Activity with Friends of Lesotho: _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ESTATE INVENTORY FORM

This form could save you and your attorney valuable time.  By filling out this form and bringing it to your first appointment, you will be providing your attorney with much of the information needed to draft an estate plan.
	Name
	

	Address


	

	Phone
	(work)
	(home)

	Place and Date of Birth
	

	Social Security Number
	

	Marital Status
	___ Single  ___ Married  ___ Widowed  ___ Separated  ___ Divorced

	
	

	Spouse
	

	Place and Date of Birth
	

	Social Security Number
	

	

	Children
	Age
	Address

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Grandchildren
	Age
	Parents

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Assets

The following is meant to give your attorney a good idea of the total value of your estate.  Knowing your total worth is important to determine the type of estate plan that will keep your estate tax as low as possible.

REAL ESTATE INFORMATION

	Description and Location
	Market Value
	Debt

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$

	
	$
	$


TOTAL:  $ ___________________

(Total value of real estate = market value less debt)

PERSONAL PROPERTY 

Please list approximate current value:

	Automobile(s)


	$

	Savings and Checking Accounts


	$

	Stocks/Bonds


	$

	Household Furnishings


	$

	Other Personal Assets


	$

	Death Benefits from Insurance


	$

	Military Service Death Benefits


	$

	Expected Inheritance


	$


TOTAL VALUE OF ESTATE:  $ ___________________

(Add all of the above, including total real estate value)
