Hello All,

A summary of comments submitted for the annual meeting is attached.  Let 

me know if I missed anyone.  

In short, I believe folks thought the overall arrangements were 

reasonable and practical, and we have the following items to address:

* Schedule the meeting 1 week before or after 10/5 to make things easier 

on the Embassy.

* We can try to increase participation by:

- Raising the content for things of general or social interest, and if 

possible, allow a greater deal of interaction during the meeting.

- Work more with the idea of regional get togethers, possibly requiring 

more lead time to set up.

- Use reminders for notice.

I'll leave these items up for the board discussion with the following 

comments:

* Here are the list of speakers we tried to check on last year:

- Lesotho Embassy

- Bob Edgar (Howard U.)

- Steve Brushett (FOL, World Bank)

* Anybody to add to this list?  PCD-L?  (i.e., via conference call - the 

problem there is that I think it is 9 pm in Lesotho, while it is 2 pm in 

DC and 9 am in Anchorage - correct?), any other suggestions?

* There was the idea to allow some type of pre-meeting input by allow 

members to submit advance questions to the speakers via mail/email, but 

of course the timing and notice did not allow this to happen.  

* Would a panel discussion be an effective forum for a conference call?

* Is anybody interested in leading this effort this year?  I'm willing 

to lend support with the call set up and working out mixing the toll 

free calls (for the speakers) with the toll calls (for the membership).

Thanks.

John H.

