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2011 marks the twentfjfth anniversary of Friends of Lesotho. Thanks to the
generosity of our members and donors, our financial position is healthy and we
continue to provide assistance to the people of Lesotho.

This is the first annual meeting held in March instead of October. The change
helps our annual reports to better coordinate with our fiscal year. FOL continues
to make financial contributions to many PCV projects and provide tuition

assistance to Basotho. At the request of Peace Corps, we now fund those projects
through the Peace Corp Partnership Program instead of sending checks directly to PC Lesotho. The
new process provides FOL with more detailed reports and accountability.

The Donations Committee report gives details about fifteen scholarships for student nurses,
contributions to the Laptops to Lesotho project run by FOL member Janissa Balcomb, funding for
The African Libraries Project to help establish community libraries in Lesotho, and other projects
FOL has helped support over the past year.

Since the last annual meeting, there has been a redesign of the FOL website which has given FOL a
new look and makes it easier to join or renew membership, make donations, and purchase items from
our online store.

In the coming year, FOL will continue to support projects in Lesotho. We will also continue to
update how we stay in touch with each other by making more use of electronic media, and we will be
completing planning for an FOL reunion in conjunction with the Peace CofparBiversary

celebrations in September, 2011. We hope as many members as possible will plan to attend.

Finally, I would like to thank those FOL members who volunteer their time to help keep Friends of
Lesotho going forward. The efforts of many people have made the successes of the last year and half
possible.

Richard Rowan, President
March 12, 2011

Friends of Lesotho Inc. is a registered 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the
extent permitted by law. A copy of the current financial statement of Friends of Lesotho is available
by writing to FOL at 4110 Denfeld Avenue, Kensington, MD 20895 USA, or by emailing
treas@friendsoflesotho.org. Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Solicitations
Act are also available for the cost of postage and copies from the Maryland Secretary of State, State
House, Annapolis, MD 21401 USA (410-974-5534).
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MISSION& OBJECTIVES

Making a difference at the grassroots level

Friends of Lesotho (FOL)is a norprofit organization promoting friendship between the peoples of
Lesotho and North America. FOL is comprised of current and former Peace Corps volunteers and
others who share this desire. A Board of Directors dispersed across the US has provided the leadership
for the organization since 1986 in a virtual setting and depends on the active participation of the
membership. The Friends of Lesotho is an affiliate of the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA).

FOL has been a point of contact and funding source for various small development and education
projects in Lesotho, primarily through current Peace Corps volunteers. Many of the projects funded

are too small to be considered by major donor organizations; however, they are significant to the
Basotho in the community and have a direct i mp:

1 Making a difference in the lives of Basotho via monetary assistance to development projects and
tuition assistance.
1 Keeping members abreast of the latest news about Lesotho via a quarterly newsletter.
1 Creating a group of likeninded people to support projects that include:
x Tuition Assistance Prograinfunds scholarships and school supplies for needy and deserving
Basotho students
x Volunteer Advisory Committeg funds small scale projects designed and implemented by
Peace Corps Volunteers
x HIV/AIDS Awareness
x Orphanages (there are a growing number of orphans in Lesotho due to the AIDS pandemic)
x Other projects deemed by the Board to be worthy of funding and adequately monitored to
insure the designated application of funds.

2010 FOL OFFICERS

President Vice President Treasurer Secretary

Richard Rowan Dyann Van Dusen John Hollister Kevin Freer

St. Paul, MN Mariposa, CA Kensington, MD Altamonte Springs, FL
RPCV 19791983 RPCV 20032006 RPCV 19861988 RPCV 19761978
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Ronna Abbott Hazel Domangue Julie Galbraith

Fairport, NY Chicago, IL Santa Fe, CA
RPCV RPCV RPCV
2001-2003 20032005 19871988
Bill Moore Peter Neumann Dick Nystrom
St. Paul, MN Newton, MA Urbandale, 1A
Lesotho RPCV RPCV
19831986 20042006 20032005

Scott Rosenberg Deena RowdKrumdick Janice Stapleton

Oakwood, OH Centennial, CO { Keene, NH
RPCV : RPCV RPCV
19891991 L . 19871989 20081010

COMMITTEE & TASKFORCEMEMBERS

Membership: Dyann Van Dusen, Peter Neumann, Charles Fogelman, Elizabeth Perry, Marty Smith,
Bill Dunn, Bill Moore

Donations: Scott Rosenberg, Dyann Van Dusen, Ronna Abbott, Deena-Ravmedick, Dick
Nystrom, Janice Stapleton

Fundraising: Bill Moore, Bill Reed, Janissa Balcomb, Pete Neumann
Newsletter: Faye Farmer, Nicole Haber, Allison Pranger
Finance: John Hollister, Scott Rosenberg
By-Laws: Richard Rowan, Dyann Van Dusen, Kevin Freer, Julie Galbraith

Annual Meeting: Richard Rowan, Dyann Van Dusen, Kevin Freer
Nominations: Richard Rowan, Dyann Van Dusen, Kevin Freer, Janice Stapleton
Website: Marty Smith
Database:Bill Dunn
25" Anniversary Bill Reed, George Blakeslee, Allison Pranger, Becky Banton, Bridget Shanahan,
Planning: Christine Madaio, Dana Kenney, Dyann Van Dusen, Hazel Domangue, Jennifer

Droblyen, Joan Legallo, Kevin Freer, Lorrie Beck, Marty Smith, Michael Jacobson,
Richard Rowan, Sherry Hellenkamp, Tom Carroll, Tracy Lane.
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HISTORYHIGHLIGHTS

Founding of Friends of Lesotho (FOL) during thé'2&niversary Celebration of Peace
Corps in Washington, D.C.; Scott Brumburgh serves as first President.

FOL incorporated as a nonprofit organization in the State of Maryland

Don Spicer assumed the Presidency, an office in which he would serve for 12 years
IRS granted nefor-profit status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
FOL becomes affiliate of the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA)

First donation to the newly formed Volunteer Liaison Committee (VLC) later designated
the Volunteer Advisory Committee (VAC)

FOL made its first donation to the Scholarship Fund/Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)

FOL donated $3,000 to Trickldp, which made 30 small business development-gfart
grants

Website launched by Bill Dunn

Successful fundaising drive conducted, raising over $5,000 between September 1997
and June 1998

John Hollister becomes Treasurer and continues this position to the present

First official Board election since 1988. Bill Dunn elected President and served for the
next five years while continuing to manage the organizational database and website.

Regularly scheduled Board Conference Calls established

Formal infrastructure established for Board operations including policies & procedures
documented in a Board Manual, Officer and Director roles & responsibilities, and
committee structures.

Lifetime Memberships established by Board; Memorial Scholarship Program initiated by
Bill Reed

CafePress and Amazon.com relationships formed
Richard Rowan elected President
Membership reaches 380; Annual donations exceed $45,000

FOL Goes Green. The newsletter, Annual Report, Membership Forms, Donations, and
other publications offered in electronic form.

Website updated with many new membership services.
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FUNDED PROJECTS

Making a difference at the grassroots level

TAP (Tuition Assistance Program)Since its

inception in 1992, just over $71,000 has been sent to

Lesotho to support scholarships. According to a
report from the 2010 TAP Committee Chair, PCV

in the last 10 years.

2010 TAP Statistics:

111 Applications were submitted by PCVs
90 Students were awarded tuition assistance
Total Amount Awarded was M50,670.50.

X X X X X

The VAC (Volunteer Advisory Committee) and DAR (District AIDS Representatives)vere the

recipients of $141@ 2010. Here are just a few examples of their small but meaningful projects.

PCV Gwen Kehr, Mphaki High School, Mphaki, )
Quthing--Project Description: Mural of Africa in two}|
separate classrooms at the high school.

Letter Written by Student:

Dear friends of Lesotho,

On behalf of the form
school | would like to tell you how I like to look at t
map.

| enjoy having to look at the map in Developme
Studies because Development Studies improves o
knowledge so that we will know our neighboring
countries and cities and the currency used in those
countries.

Karen Lindquist, over 1,000 students have benefited

29 PCVs participated by submitting applications
36 Schools were represented in the applications

| would like to give thanks to you, our friends, because your work is great and improve our lives
in a good way and make our future good, and make us to be interested in your work. The visitors of

our school will now see a beautiful map on
the room! o
So friends, | would like to say keep your work up and do what you are doing, Thank you!
Yours faithfully,
Limpho Fako

Friends of Lesotho2010 Annual Report 6
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African Library Project (AFL) = 2010
marked the 3rd year that FOL has provided
support to this much needed program in

Lesotho. RPCV Becky Banton was the first

Jackie Tipsword and Joey Lehnhard have
continued to expand the program. There are
now 181 libraries spread throughout all ten
districts of Lesotho. A total of $3,000 has

small VAC grants were awarded to individual

PCV involved with AFL. Subsequently, PCVS

been donated by FOL to support this initiative.
The funds were used for workshops on how to
organize and maintain the libraries. Additional

PCVs for bookshelves, stickers, posters, tape, paint, and other supplies for libraries in their villages.
With your help, FOL hopes to provide support for an additional 32 libraries scheduled for completion

in the Spring of 2011.

PCV Erin Milloy, Mt. Moorosi, Quthing
Mural of World in Yo
Description: The money was used to buy pain
and supplies to create a map of the world on &
existing wall of the new youth center in Mt.
Moorosi. The mural was painted by local yout] “
and some PCVs. The youth have gained a *;5
greater knowledge of the world through the |
mural and the size and colors alone have puII
passing villagers in from the street to learn
about the youth center and all the programs
offered.

e 4
\w ..

PCV Kristan Reed, Menhkoaneng Primary School,

farming, responsible work ethic and proper diet for
healthy living.
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Butha Buthe Project Description:
and seeds were bought to allow the school children to
create a garden that they would be responsible for and
which would help them gain knowledge in the areas of
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NHTC (National Health Training College)

$3,000 awarded to
students who are not housed in the NHTC
dormitory due to lack of space. The funds were
used to pay for transport and food. FOL plans
to expand this pilot program in 2011 to assist
all the needy students not living in the
dormitory. Construction of additional
dormitory space is underway with support from
the Millennium Challenge Corporation but
completion is not expected until 2012.

15

Laptops to Lesotho Inc, (L2L) Ketane, Mohales Hoek $2,136. L2L was founded by RPCVs
Janissa Balcomb (19780) and Andrew Dernovsek (20@D09) at the request of the Ketane

community. Its mission is to improve the quality of

education in rural communities by providing each
child with their own laptop and to develop a local

organization to run the program. The hope is that

using these computers will enable the children to
develop advanced | earn
taught, including logic, conceptualizan, abstract
thinking, collaborative problersolving, and
innovation. The computers used are specifically

designed for children, are inexpensive, require little "l
power, and are watey dust, and dropresistant. With

FOL6s early support, L

additional funding to purchase 48 of these laptops

along with solar panels, a generator, and batterie

the pr

in the

2

s to power the laptops.

incipal how to use the laptops and how to

enhance their classroom teaching with the computers.
They also helped the school staff write contracts
delineating privileges, responsibilities, and penalties
that all parties involved, including L2L, the school,
teachers, parents/guardians, students, and the
community, are required to sign in order to participate

program. You can learn more at

www. laptopstolesotho.org
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In 2010, Janissa and her
brother, Craig Balcomb, traveled to Ketane and
distributed the laptops at Nohana Primary School.
They spent three weeks training all the teachers and
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Village Hope,
Little Angels, and
Lesotho Child Counseling Unit (LCCU)

Orphan Support Projects. A total of
$4413.64 was sent to support these three vitg
programs that provide food, shelter, clothing,
educational and medical support to nearly 10
orphans and vulnerable children. Village Hop
received $1811.56, Little Angels received

$1602.08, and Lesotho Child Counseling Unit
received $1000.

O

117

Village Hope in Butha Buthe and Little Angelq

in Thaba Bosiu were started by RPCVs

Georgann Gall (2062006) and Rose Paradis¢g
(20032004) respectively. Rose still lives in
Lesotho; Georgann or her adopted son,

Sethunya, visit annually. Both projects receivie
much local support from Basotho volunteers.

LCCU is managed by its founder, Lydia Muso
with support from village volunteers.

Above: Village Hope volunteers
Right Top: Village Hope

Right Middle: Little Angels

Right Bottom: LCCU (archive photo
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