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Fourth Quarter 2009

Presi dent 6s Message Newsletter

Lumelang! HIV/AIDS, and HIV/AIDS outreach programs
and community development fairs. Voluntee's
write about their efforts to raise money fcr
scholarships and projects. They post pictuie:
of their vacations, worry about their host
families, and occasionally take in a stray dag.
|l 6ve even seen FOL nme
These stories are all reminders that as memke
of FOL, we remain active in supporting thz
efforts of Basotho, PCVs, and others who &r
trying to improve life in Lesotho. By |
providing financial support and encouragemen

to these many efforts, we stay connected tc
Lesotho.

Some of you reading this issue of th
newsletter might be current PCVs or are livin
in Lesotho now, but the newsletter mailin
labels indicate most of us finished our work i
Lesotho a number of years ago and have sir
returned to the U.S. The occasional news stc
about Lesotho or the FOL newsletter reminc
us of our time in Lesotho. This past year,
discovered PeaceCorpsJournals.com. It say
is the largest and most updated online archi
of volunteer stories, and it gives easy access
many blogs written by current PCVs. | mus
admit that reading them has brought back ma
memori es, and | 8 ve Ona less sentimental note, Friends of Lesait
nostalgic for my years in Lesotho. The bloc held its 2009 annual meeting on October 4
are a great way to get a feel for what is goir Lesotho Independence Day. Two new
on in Lesotho today. members, Dick Nystrom and Dan Schmilt,
one written by someone who is living in thijoined the Board of Directors. Scott Rosenberg

same community you lived in (a few blocalso agreed to serve another tyear term, and
Photo courtesy:

addresses are featured in this newsletter). Pam Nystrom volunteered to join th2 Dyann Van Dusen. RPCV

Donations Committee. The FOL bylaws wele

ﬁg?ogﬁgnthe% tﬁggpﬂl&?y g;rlgeetﬁgge)l(n et:)igg changed so that future annual meetings Will |hside this issue:
PCVs wri?e about in th)éir bl’ogs willpsounc occur near Moshoeshoe Day in March. Trig
familiar  to former  volunteers. At new date will commdg more closely with our|Pr esi denii L et
fiscal year and make it easier to report on cu
PeaceCorpsJournals.com, volunteers wri .
) L finances. Summer Trips to

about the excitement of arriving in country, th Lesotho 2

hard work and camaraderie of training, sharl also want to thank John Aerni and Scctt :
vacations, the experience of living ir Rosenberg for speaking at the annual meeting gterr;at/ona/ Jobs 3
communities and working at a grassrootslevJ ohn reported on hi s |PévelopmentJobs t o i
and the difficulties of adjusting to a culturcyoung people, institutions, and youth|News from an FOL

: > n : L e 4

different from where you grew up. You caiorganizations in defining independence from g =70/

read about the successes and frustrations Sesotho perspective and their-agting of
their jobs and secondary projects. The blo colonial power structure to gain power ard MewE T oL 8

also give insight into current issues ani nflu ence. o0 Scott Fdyadel i ne (g o utn
problems in Lesotho and provide a perspecti work/study trips to Lesotho that he led (he hag Schools Desk Proj
t hat you canot get f a brief write up for you in this newsletter). That
They personalize the news. participants were students from Wittenbeg| 7/ easur e 8 Rep

A University.

Iovg al so found_tha ¢ 4 Bits & Pieces 9
reminder of the i mpo 51
There are pictures and stori_es_ of children goi Salang Hantle, FOL Calendar 10
to school, classroom painting and scho Richard Rowan

improvement projects, families coping witt FOL President Membership Form 11
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Summer Trips to Lesotho

By Scott Rosenberg, need for a community center to help thefarm to teach older orphans life skills that
PCV Lesotho 1989991, FOL Board orphans of that community. The will help them survive as well as generate
community center will provide resources income to support the younger orphans,
for the orphans such as a library and crafmany of which have extensive medical
center (where they could make and sellproblems. On past trips, we have helped
crafts). Other community groups such asclear fields and plant vegetables and fruit
village health workers, the local HIV tress, yet these have resulted in limited
support group, and a group of womensuccess. The major problem is that they
mohair spinners also hope to use the newlo not have access to water, which
facility. In addition to building the impedes the success of the farm. | was
community center, the nurses at the locakble to raise the money for a well and
clinic asked us to help build a secondsmall irrigation system. It is my belief

exam room so their patients did not havethat this water system will greatly benefit
to wait so long to be seen by a nursehundreds of orphans in Lesotho. During
Although we did not complete this our trip this year, we prepared the dorm
) . . project, we were able to get about half ofrooms for the first 12 orphans who moved
Habitat for Humanity and helped build it done. in last month. The farm is now producing

two hou'ses for orphans in the rural . chickens, pigs, and vegetables, which
community of Nazareth. Two orphan A Peace Corps Volunteer in Motsekuaprovide food and desperately needed

headed households, totali.ng 13 childreisent me pictures of the damage done t¢,come to support the children at the
under the age of 16, received the house her school after a storm. The roof Waspas er u Childrenbds Vi
we built. In addition to building them plown off one building; doors and
homes, we wanted to give these childre/ windows were blown out on others. It
a gift, something all children should have: was obviously not a safe place, nor was itLast year, our final project was with a
a safe place to play. Thus, we built ¢ one conducive to learning. In addition to local church group (PHCL) with which
playground. We also planted 20 fruit trees raising the funds to repair the roof, we we planted trees and prepared gardens for
and prepared two gardens to help th were able to provide this very poor schoolorphans living on their own in Ha Abia.
children grow their own food. with a nice playground and garden. WhileWe also built a playground at their school
there, we also painted a local fehool. and painted educational material on the

We also built a greenhouse, chicken coo classroom walls. We did this because the
and drip igation system to help The This year, we also volunteered at theschool cannot afford books or even a

Little Angels Daycare Orphanage mee Lesotho Child Counseling Unit (LCCV) chalkboard, and thus by painting the
the nutritional needs of the 38 pre for orphaned and vulnerable children, materials on the wall, we have provided
schootaged children in their care. They which currently cares for thirty children ihe teachers with some essential teaching
also hope to use these projects to genere between the ages ofEB. Many of these 44

income so that they can meet some of th children are orphans, and all of them have

childrends other n beeneither physically or sexually abusedlin adglition to the Wittenberg University
and medical care. This project will truly Thi s facil ity was stidentstwe avorkowjth adoekd wluntegrd i
make a difference in the lives of nearly 4C Muso in her own home and has growngroup called the Lesotho Youth Work
orphaned children who are under sixrapidly over the years as more and moreCamps. This allows my students to work
years of age. We also saw firsthand hov children lose their families to HIV/AIDS. sideby-side with local Basotho, and it
the teachers were using the paintings m During our week at LCCU, we painted also provides an opportunity for local
students made the previous year to teacthe dorm rooms to make them a moreBasotho to help their own country. We
the alphabet and counting. inviting place for children, built a library, threw two carnivals at the Baylor
designed a therapy room, and built apediatric AIDS clinic with coloring
playground for the children. Lastly, we books, bubbles, rubn tattoos, and face
planted 20 fruit trees and prepared seegbainting. The smiles were incredible.
beds to help them grow more food. Lastly, we continued to work with a local
group that hosts soccer clinics for

With the help of FOL, | led two volunteer
groups on monttong visits to Lesotho

during the summer of 2009. A total of 65
students traveled from Wittenberg
University (Springfield, Ohio) to Lesotho
and worked with several communities
that had asked for help. Our projects ar
designed to assist orphans and th
facilities that help them or other poor anc
vulnerable children. As part of the
Orphan and Vulnerable Children project
in Lesotho, we resumed our work with

medical needs.

We headed up into the mountains to builc
another community center, one with &
playground, for orphans in Ramabanta
We undertook this project after a Peac:
Corps Volunteer serving in that For the last few years, Lesotho Save theorphans

community wrote to me, expressing a rea Children has been trying to start a small @‘

| see photo on pabe 9
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Top 6 Ways of Finding International
Development and Job Openings

By Madeline Uranek

1. DRUM BEAT - cool newsletter that
compiles lots of HIV/AIDS and interna-
tional development news and a few selecte
job openings and upcoming conferences.

To subscribe, see
http://www.comminit.com/en/user/register

"The Drum Beat seeks to cover the full
range of communication for developmeni
activities. From The Communication Initia-
tive Network - where communication and
media are central to social and economi
development.”

2. The Briefing briefing@devex.com

Very cool weekly mailing summarizing
news of the world by country, just a para:
graph each. You can scan by world region
to the countries that interest you and kee

TSos

up with issues easily.

PRy

)
To Whom it May Concern,

1 am writing to thank you for the FOL grant of 500 Maloti which I filed for on
December 18, 2009. The grant was used at Tsoelike Secondary School in Qacha’s Nek.
Together with PCV Christina Balch, I painted the mural that is in the photos included.
Ms. Balch is responsible for the drawing and all artistic images on the mural. The mural
is on the wall of the building that will be our library in the coming months as 950 books
have arrived from the African Library Project

The pdmu% adds much needed color o the school and has already contributed

greatly to the motivation and pride of the students and faculty at Tsoelike. Students and
faculty ses ndlhr e gratitude to FOL.

With Sincere Thanks,
Ch N € Cav

Christopher Conz, PCV

3 TSOELIKE Hick SCHOOL :
\ ;

3. DEV EX - the International Develop-
ment Jobs Newsletter: recruit-
ing_center@devex.com

Lesotho | Reunion Update

Lesotho | (196769) will be holding it
reunion on May 280, 2010, at the Omfji
Shoreham Hotel in Washington,
Forty-five former volunteers and st
plan on attending with another three tdle-
conferencing from overseas. Family gnhd
friends are also invited to the event, whjch
will give participants a time to renew gt-
guaintances and share their life journgys
with each other.

DEVEX was the most useful (weekly)
mailing | received. It was easy to click on
job and get full details, key words to use |:{
your application, encouragement to registe
with them, and other services.

To subscribe: http://www.devex.com

DEVEX
1341 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington,
DC 20036 USA

T +1.202 249 9292 The Lesotho Ambassador and spealers

F +1.202 318.2456 from Peace Corps and Friends of Lesqtho
are expected to attend.
4. ELDIS The Reunion Planning Committee |is:

Doug Mayo, Tom Carroll, Ted Hochstaft,
Scott Brumburgh, Peggy Tibbits, Barbdra
Jaynes Tomlinson, Ava Betz Wooliscrqft,
Ken Lai, Dave Massey, Larry Roth, Daye
Almandsmith, and Bill Reed.

ELDIS lists a limited number of jobs and
abstracts each one. Pretty classy job{
ELDIS comes out of the UK and is funded
by the UN and many European develop
ment organizations.

Contact: d

For more information, go to Facebook
find fiLesot ho | P

Bill Reed at wc44reed@aol.com.

Natalie Stewart

Eldis Programme

Institute of Development Studies
University of Sussex

Brighton, BN1 9RE, United Kingdom

For even more international jobs, go to:
http://devnetjobs.tripod.com/

Email: eldisadvert@ids.ac.uk internationaljobs. htm

Telephone: +44 (0)1273 915777
Fax: +44 (0)1273 621202
Skype: Eldisinfo

At the bottom of each posting, they offer a
subscription service where you can get
_ even more, or even higher paying jobs:
5. DevNetJobs is a Yahoo group that over-g .. ine via: hitp://devnetjobs. tripod.com/
whelmed me with the number of listings. .

. alueservices.html
Some are repeated in the others above. ¥
seems to be a "granddaddy" of develop-
ment job postings. 6. RPCVs
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers are of-
. fered other yahoo groups and job placement
developmentjobs@yahoogroups.com services. Postings several times a week,

Greetings from http://www.DevNetJobs.org both for domestic and international jobs.

Very helpful. @

Name of yahoo group:

Sent from: jobs@devnetjobs.org

Reply to: developmentjobs
owner@yahoogroups.com

ac
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News from an FOL Project

La P to pS to support and funding.

Lesot h 0 There is already substantial enthusiasm and
support for this project, from local teachers,
students, parents, and community leaders to
PC/Lesotho staff and volunteers.

The eightmember team running the project
is made up of:

9 a primary school teacher and the project
manager- Tsela Mapeshoane,

9 the school principal and project
treasurer- Matlabe Teba,

9 three college students-- Lineo http://wiki.laptop.org/go/
Motsoeneng (computers), SarahOLPCorps_Muskingum_College Lesotho/
. Balcomb (primary education), and Amy o
By Janissa Balcomb, FOL Member Balcomb (special education), and visit our blog at

An exciing new project, called Our T one current PCV- Aaron Laufman http://olpc2016lesotho.blogspot.com/.

Treasure Highland Computer Project, is Walker,

getting underway in Ketane, Lesotho. The q 5 soonto-be Returned PCV- Andrew If you have an OLPC XO laptop you

purchased through the Give One Get One

goals are to: Dernovsek, and program that you are no longer using,
1 distribute an XO laptop (the innovative, { a longtime RPCV-- Janissa Balcomb. pl_ease consider donating it to Our Treasure
inexpensive, indestructible, $200 Highland Computer Project by contacting
laptops designed by One Laptop Per Janissa at janissa@silverstar.com.  Your

Child) to each primary school student at 1© raise funds and facilitate this project, andonation will be ta;deductible.@
Ha Nohana Primary School, affiliate U.S. nonprofit foundation is being
formed Ca”ed Laptops to LeSOthO (LZL):----...........-.......................
{l train the children and their teachers inThere are currently three board membets,
the laptop's use, but L2L needs someone to serve on th
1 teach the children critical thinking and Poard as Treasurer. Because L2L is a-nqr
problem solving skills using the laptops, MeMber NGO consisting only of the Board
of Directors, and because the vast majorgy
{l deploy solar power for charging and of the funding will be acquired through

running the computers, grants, the duties of the Treasurer should
1 establish a LAN network, not be too time consuming. If you arg
_ ) interested in helping, please contact Janissa
{l provide access to the internet, and Balcomb at janissa@silverstar.com.

fdevelop a communitybased

L . If you would like to learn more about thi
organization to provide lonterm local Y 3

exciting project, go to

0000000000000 000000000000000




